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Sometimes I alter a

coat, powder a tace, or |

straighten a wig, but
[ am not a tailor, make-up
artist, or a wig maker.

Occasionally I stack books,
move furniture, hang curtain:

-

~ What do you think

my occupation is?

Let’s iind out.



My name is Gilbert Stuart. [ am a portraitist.

People: hired me to paint what they looked [Ee and
document their personality and inlerests,

As vou read this guide, youcll ook at some of my paintings
and lesarn more about what a portraitist does.

Companion Portrait
Mow legs lpok ae this poctrait of A woman.

Whsar fer theis praiectiong Jonds like ff would feel softs

Howe saery pleces of jeteelry is this womian wearingd

Where did [ reprear the color reds

What vizweal cles do I give yor abont this wowman’s lifestvles

Gilbers Scuarr | Amerscan, 178 3=-18050, Parirair of s Arise, ca, 1768

Cill on coameees 15 406 . & T3 in, Flescher Fomnsdl, 19260436, 161

Self Portrait
Let’s look closely at this small painting

What prart of a prortrait do  paint II';I':.I'i'

Where did Trefuat e colors brows aind rose?
Wirar &inds of brashsrrokes did T wse 1o

frrieet weey fade, mey fadr, and ey rosy cheel?

his iz 2 portrait of myself 1 painred when 1 was

about chirty vears old. As vou can sce, | first
Anixh a person’s face before paimeng the body or any
Backgroand, For this porerait T decided o show just
my head and a bir of my white shirr. T used a small,
blunt brush to outline my angular jaw, my large nose,
and arched evebrows, My messy hair, rosy cheeks, and
sunken eyes are made of thin lavers of oil paint thar
I brushed on with quick, light strokoes,




Lillbem Srpam Chmesncan, 1T55=1828 Lennge Washingion, 175,
L on cariase A0 1M 25 Ll an. Kogers Bend, 1907 (071615

his is Matilda Stoughton from Mew York City,

Her tather was an American ambassador o Spain,
Wanlda was sixteen when 1 painted this picture to march
the portrait | made of her new husband, the Spanish
diplomat Josef de Jaodenes v Nebot. These would be
called companion portraits and hung tegether, I caprured
her fancy dress, jewelry, and fashionable hat wirh grear
detall and exactness. Look at the different brushsorokes
| used ta create her shony silk clothes, che feathery ostrich
plumes, her soft powdered hair, ruffled lace, and the
diamond and pear! jewelry, including her snowflake
hairpins. | added a few tvpical objects thar mose artists
of my time would include in ther paintings of women:
an ivory fan for 1-:_'|1'||||i|'|i1:.' and books o show education.

Marilda’s husband hired anorther artist ro add her family
cirat of arms and its description (written in Spanish), in
the upper left-hand corner.

Calbert S2usst Cumersoan, 1785 LB, Mublda Seaygbion de fuodenes, 1794,
0l o carmras: A0 A8« B 10 in. Rogess Pl 1907 407 R

Presidential Portrait

Mow ler’s look at this painting of the first president
of the United States of Amenca.

Wirere do you see light reflected on the President?
Wiere did 1 repeat the color frinks

{f vt goere fo paint g portrait of Washisgton fotg
wronedd it e different from mine?

his was one of the firse portraies [ paimoed of Presdent

Creorge Washingron, He was sixty-three vears old
and I was forty. The president was a very popualar subjecr
in art. | ended up making many more paintings of him.
There were several other talented arcists who pamted
Washingron, but most people think my portraits are the

TOSE ACCurane,

[ originally painred the president in a reddish-brown
jacket, but later painted over it to show him in the black
velver suit he ware for public appearances, His hair

was powdered, pulled back, and ted with a black =ilk
sawroorh ribbon. T highlighted his forehead and prominent
nose, and portraved his straight posture and a serions
expression. | wanted him o look intelhgent, important,

and wise

Did you know thet a similor
poriroit | painted of President Washington
was used os the model for the imoge on

the United Stotes dollar bill2




Frun on the Web

More to Explore

Fducanon

The Metrapolitan Missewns of Art
1000k Fifth Avenoe

Sew York, MY 100280198
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Wirrenn by Alice W, Schware
S by The Metropolian Museum of Art

Be a portraitist

In the space below or on another piece of paper creare a porerait collage. You can paste a
photograph of yourself, a friend, or family member and collage or draw scenery around it
Curting and pasting colorful magazine images may be another fun way to create a portrait,
Think about how you wane the face, body, costume, and overall composition 1o look.

What clues could you include in the collage to give more informaton about the person?
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